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Born: March 31, 1927 on the family’s farm 
near Yuma, Ariz. 


Family; Married Helen Fabela; they have 8 
children 


Education: Never graduated from high 
school, and once counted 65 elementary 
schools that he attended 


1938: Chavez family loses its farm during 
the Great Depression and begins following 
crops as migrant farmworkers 


1944-45: Chavez serves in the U.S. Navy in 
the Pacific during World War II 


1947: Chavez, influenced by his father’s 
involvement in labor issues, joins his first 
union, the National Agricultural Workers 

Union 


1952: Chavez recruited to work with Sail 
Alinsky’s Community Service Organization 
(CSO), designed to help Latinos who have 

problems with immigration, police, ete. 


1962: Chavez leaves CSO after it refuses to 
form a farmworkers union, and in Delano 
starts the precursor to. the UFW, the National 
Farm Workers Association 


Sept. 8, 1965: Filipino grape pickers in 


Delano go on strike for higher wages 


Sept. 16, 1965: Chavez's union joins the 


strike against grape growers 


March 17, 1966: Chavez and 70 strikers 
begin a march to Sacramento to drum up 
support for the union effort 


April 11, 1966: The Chdvez-led group 


marches to the state Capitol, its ranks 


swollen to as-many as 10,000 supporters from 


around the nation 


Feb. 14, 1968: Chavez begins a 25-day 

- § 
fast to garner support for non-violence in 
union organizing efforts 


March 24, 1968: Chavez announces in 
Los Angeles plans for a “worldwide boycott” 
of California grapes 


July 1968: More than 100 grape growers 
and shippers sue Chavez and the UFW, 
claiming $25 million in losses because of the 
boycott 


July 29, 1970: Contract agreements 
between the UFW and most major grape 
growers signed. Lettuce boycott starts. 


1973: Chavez organizes United Farm 
Workers of América union, and a new round 
of boycotts begins when grape growers fail to 
renew contract 


Sept. 21, 1973: The UFW holds its first 
Constitutional Convention in Fresno, where 
346 delegates representing 60,000 
farmworkers gather 


Aug. 21, 1988: Chavez ends a 36-day fast 


to protest pesticide use 


April 23, 1990: Chavez signs IMSS 
agreement with Mexican government, 
allowing Mexican farmworkers in the U.S. to 
provide medical benefits to their families in 
México 


Nov. 12, 1990: Mexican President Salinas 
de Gortari awards Chavez the Aguila Azteca, 
the highest Mexican civilian award 


April 23, 1993: Chavez dies in San Luis, 


Ariz., near where he was born 


Aug. 8, 1994: President Bill Clinton 
awards the U.S. Medal of Freedom 
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Aug. 18, 2000: California Gow Gray 


Davis authorizes March 31 as “ vated holiday 
for stdye workers in hgyjor of Chavez 


-Nevy. 21, 2000: UEW: Ps len frtiire S. 
Rodriguez announee int ud ond Kg ‘the sxape 
boyéott 


familias en México 


Nacio: 3/ de marzo-1927 en-un ranc hito. 


familiar cerca‘de Yuma, Arizona 


Familia: Se casa con Helen Fabela: tienen 
& hijos 


Educaci6n: No se gradué 5 secundaria, y- 
una -vez dijo haber asistiag a 65 esc suelas EP 
marias 


1938: La familia Chivver pietde su aie 
durante la Depresién y empieza a seguir las. 
cosechas como trabajadores migrantes: 


1944-45: Chavez sirve con la marina en el 
Pacifico durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial 


1947: Por influencia del envolvimiento de si 
padre. én asuntos sindicales, se afilid a su _ 
primera union, la llamada National 
Agricultural Workers. Union 


1952: Chavez fue reclutado para colaborar. 
con la Community Service Organization 
(CSO) de Saul Alinsky, cuyo proposito era 
ayudar a latinos con problemas de 
inmigracion, policia, ete. 


1962: Chavez abandona la CSO tras que 

ésta niega formar una unidn de trabajadores” 
agricolas, e inicia en Delano el precursor de. 

la UFW - la National Farm Workers Sete 
Association steric 


8 de sept. de 1965: Piscadores de uvas 


filipinos en Delano emprenden una huelga en 


busca de mejor pago 


16 de sept. de 1965: La union de Chavez 
se une con la huelga contra los rancheros 
vineros 


17 de marzo de 1966:. Chavez y 70 
personas en huelga empiezan una marcha a 
Sacramento.en busca de apoyo a la union 


11 de abril de 1966: Con Chavez ala 


vanguardia, el grupo marcha al Capitolio, las 


filas ya hinchadas a unos 10,000 Se gun OER: 2 


de todo el pais 


14 de feb. de 1968: Chavez emprendeé un . 
ayuno de 25 dias para alentar apoyo de la‘no 
violencia en las tentativas por organizar la 
union 


24 de marzo de 1968: Chavez anuncia 
en Los Angeles los planes de armar un 
“boicoteo mundial” de-uvas de California 


Julio de 1968: Mds de 100 rancheros 
vineros y embarcadores.demandan a-Chdvez y 
la UFW. reclamando pérdidas de Ae 
millones a ratz del boicoteo: 


29 de julio de 1970: La UFW y la. 
mayorta de los virieros principales llegan a 
acuerdos de contratos; empieza el bolic o1ee. 
de la lechuga ae 


1973: Chavez organiza la union United 
Farm Workers of América, y empieza otra’ 
serie de-boicoteos cuando los. vineros nO 
renuevan Sus contratos 


21 de sept. de 1973: La UFW lleva a 
cabo su primera Convencion Constituc ional - 
en Fresno, donde 346 delegados representes 
de 60,000 campesinos se reunen 


21 de agosto de 1988; Chidvez termina: 
ayuno.de 26 dias, realiz zado para protestar, el 
uso de pesticidas 


23 de abril de 1990: Chavez fi un 
acuerdo del IMSS con el:gobierno mexicano, 
que permite a trabajadores mexicanos en 
EE.UU. proveer beneficios médicos asus. 


12 de nov. de 1990; £/ Presionta: es 
Mexicano Carlos Salinas de Gortari: enthega 
el Aguila Azteca a Cues el. honor: mas, Meee 
de México a 


23 de abril de 1993: Chaves fallece en " 


San Luis, Arizona, cerca de donde nacido. 


8 de agosto de 1994: £/ Presidente Bill. 
Clinton entrega postumamente el Medallon de 
Libertad a Chavez 


18 de agosto de 2000: E/ Gobernador de 
California Gray Davis autoriza el 31 de 
marzo como. dia-de fiesta pagado para 
trabajadores estatales en honor de Chavez 


21 de ae de 2000: Arturo 5. 


de la UF W, anuncia eb 
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